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NAF EL CENTRO — U.S. Navy Blue Angels 

Marine Capt. Jeff Kuss died Thursday when his 

Blue Angels jet crashed soon after takeoff during a 

practice flight at the Smyrna Airport in Tennessee.

It was the latest fatal crash involving a Blue Angels 

pilot in almost a decade and a stark reminder that 

pilots’ high-flying, precision acrobatics can come 

with a high price.

Kuss is the 28th Blue Angel to lose his life while in 

the line of duty during the Blue Angels’ 70-year 

tenure.

On Monday morning, in a small, intimate gathering 

at Blue Angels Park at Naval Air Facility El 

Centro, the president of the Imperial Valley 

Council of the Navy League of the U.S. Theodore 

Gallinat unveiled his proposed Blue Angels 

Memorial project — a larger-than life obelisk that 

memorializes those like Kuss, who lost their lives while performing.

“My quest to memorialize these fallen Blue Angels began before I strapped into the backseat of 

the cockpit of a Blue Angels jet,” Gallinat said during the press conference as he detailed his 

appreciation for the Blue Angels and the impression left on him when he was a boy.

After serving in the Navy for years and moving to the Imperial Valley through marriage, Gallinat 

sought a way to first memorialize the Blue Angels fallen pilots, a squadron that to this date has no 

such memorial for its fallen pilots.

He soon met Dan Evers of the Rainforest Art Project based in San Diego, which has spearheaded 

several projects and murals with Imperial Valley schools the past few years.

“The Navy League and the Rainforest Art Project have partnered together to begin fundraising for 

the construction of the memorial,” Gallinat said.
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The Seeley School District will also be a part of it, helping to build sections of the obelisk with its 

students. The memorial is estimated to cost about $175,000 and will be paid for through 

fundraising and private donations.

Gallinat said the project has an ambitious dedication date before the facility’s air show in March.

The memorial itself will contain a classic obelisk-shaped tower, created in stainless steel with a 

rich contrasting black granite base. Within the polished steel framework is a swirling blue sky 

created in translucent glass mosaic, which is mounted on clear tempered glass.

Within the mosaic sky, the jets, sculpted in steel, are honoring their fallen brother with the 

“Missing Man Formation.” Their contrails show their ascending path encircling the memorial.

On the front of the memorial, above the inscriptions is the “Missing Angel.” Directly above him is 

the prism cut clear glass, pyramid-shaped peak of the memorial which points directly to the sky 

and symbolizes his entry into the celestial realm. By night, the entire monument will be softly lit 

from the inside, revealing the silhouette of the “Missing Man Formation” surrounded by deep blue 

mosaic sky.

The memorial will be placed at the end of Blue Angels Park, which is the first thing visible while 

entering the facility.

The Blue Angels have made their presence known in the Imperial Valley, calling the Valley their 

winter home as they prepare for a season of performing around the country. Gallinat said Monday 

it’s only fitting their memorial be placed there as well.

“Just as those Blue Angels jets dance in and out of clouds, they have similarly danced in and out, 

and played a role in my life,” he said. “I am sure that each Valley resident has a similar story of 

their interactions in the community with a Blue Angel.”

For more information on the project including how to donate go to www.blueangelsmemorial.org
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